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reperio Fidet aut bonts moribus con- 
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G. Stradling, Reverendo in 
Chriſto Pairi Grlberto 
Epiſc Lond, a. Sac Do- 


melticts. 


To buy Excellency F AMES, 
Duke, eMarqueſs and Earl: of 
Ormond, Earl of Brecknock and 
Offory, Y:ſcount Thurles, Lord Ba- 
ron of Lamthony and Arclo, Lord of 
the Repalities and Liberties of the 
( ounty of T iperary, Chancellor of the 
Univerſity of Dublin, Lord  Liente- 
nant General, and General Governor 
of his «Majeſties Ringdom of Ire- 

Tad, one of the Lords of His Majeflies 
moſt Honourable Privy Conncil in his 
Kingdoms of England, Scotland, and 
Ireland, Lord Steward of his «Ml a- 
Jefties Houſhold , Gentleman of his 
Majeſties Bed-Chambey, and Knight 
of the moſt Noble Order of the Garter. 


eo M ay it pleaſe Tour Excellency, 
\ SIhadnoother aim when I made this Sermon, 


but only the private Inſtruction of my Audi- 

rorsz {o would it never have come into my 
thoughts to expoſe ir to publick view and cenſare, 
had not Your Excellency ” ſome ſort impoſed upon 
2 me 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


me a neceſlity of ſo doing z partly by letting me 
know that ſuch was Your Excellencies pleaſure z partly 
by declaring after You had heard ir,thar You judged ir 
ſuch as might contribute ſomething to the edifying of 
Gods Church in this preſent conjunRhre of the af- 
fairs ot Religion in this Kingdom. To this I might 
adde the commands which to che ſame effe I have 
received from other perſons of great Authoriry, Bur 
as the publiſhing of: it hath been ſolely grounded up- 
on the account Y our Excellency was pleaſed to make 
of it, and the favourable judgement You paſſed upon 
ir, I ſball humbly beg leave co-chirge Your Excellency 
with all the blame which upon this occaſion might be 
laid upon me; and thus Flhall think my felfe (ſafely 
ſhelcered on that hand, Bur I muſt ingenuouſly con- 
feſſe, that I'am much-more to ſeek how I (h1ll Catisfie 
ſuch as ſhall find ic ſtrange, that I ſhould rake the li- 
berty co prefix to a ſingle Sermon, one of the greateſt 
and moſt 7/1sſtr10ws Names of this preſent Age, which 
ought not to be ſcen but engraved in Marble: or Braſſe, 
or upon the Froxtiſpiece of thoſe eminent, Works, 
which as Your Fame ſhall laſt as Jong on EZarth, 
25 the Sunne in Heaven, and whole Yolumes 
give their Authors leave ro make their Dedicatory 
Epifiles (well to the bulk of a full Paneeyrick, without 
2ny the leaſt difproporcion- between them. Where on 
the contrary, it is moſt certain that a much longer 
Diſcourſe then this whole Sermon amounts unto, 
would not ſuffice ro make an Epitome of that Elegy 
which Your Excellency hath purchaſed by that long 
ſeries of fignal ations which have ſhined moſt brightly 
without interruption throughout the courſe of Y.our 
Heroical Life. Though nothing ſhould be ſaid of Your. 


E xcellencies 
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Excellzncies moſt Illuſtrious Houſe, and not any one 
beam of the Glory of Your Anceſtors were borrow- 
ed to make a reflexion upon Your Perſon, It was 
Your own perſonal worth, My Lord, as well as the 
fayour of His late Majeſty of moſt glorious and im- 
mortal memory, which raifed Your Excellency to the 
greateſt employments ar ſuch an age, wherein ochers 
are ſcarcely able ro manage their own private buti- 
nels. When that violent tempeſt which hath theſe 
many years ſo cruelly battered all theſe Iflznds, had 
ſaatched out of 7reland char skilful Pilot, who ſo wor- 
thily (ate at che Helm of ir, none was found berter 
qualified then Your Excellency to ſucceed him in that 
important Admiaiſtration, And though ir be always 
a SH to any SubjeR to repreſent the Perſon 
ot bis Pcince , nevertheleſs ic may be ſaid (ion char - 
conjunRare of 2ffairs) that that high Dignicy of Vice- 
Roy w3$ as much an exerciſe which His Majeſty gave 
to Your eminent Vertue, which he knew full well, 
as a preferment beſtowed upon Your Excellency by 
bis incraſting You with char faire lower ot his Crown. 
And the truth is, Your Excellency mer therein with 
a world of difficulties, the minds of men beiag ſo far 
debauched from rheir duties, that it was almoſt im» 
poſſible to apply any art whereby to govern them. 
Bur therein Your Excellency ated with fo much Pru- 
dence, ſhewed ſo undaunted a Courage, and {nt 1a 
Abilities in every reſpeR, that all men us 2nimoufly 
conſent in this, that if ic had been poſſible for tie 
Kingdom to have been preſerved co its lawſul Poſſe(- 
ſor,. and that God had nor decreed, that with his 0- 
ther Kingdoms, this alſo ſhould be forced fron tm, 
that he might afterward in a miraculous inanner reſtore 

them. 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
'them all at once unto his-anointed Servant, to the 
end he might theceby be obliged, and with him all 
his Subjects, to acknowledge, that he holds them all 
immediately from his hand, and that by him he reign- 
eth; I ſay,if chat Kingdom could poſſibly have been 
preſerved, His Majeſty had found in Your Excellency 
a Depoſitary capable of returning him a faichful ac- 
count of ſo great a Truſt, 

Neither is Your Excellewcy become more famous 
by your ARions, then by your Sufferings. For His 
Sacred Majeſty being ſtripped of all, You would nor 
then remain withia Your Caſtles, and Your Palaces, 
as every one knows Your Excellency might have done, 
had Your Spirit been ſo low and mean as to endure to 
hold any thing fram the favour of Rebels. You had 
not the leaſt reſentment for the lofle of choſe yaſt 
Demeans wherein You exceed any: Subject in. Exrope, 
Y ou quitted them without regret, freely and cheer- 
fully ; and, which is more, with a matchlefle Cou- 
rage You parted with all chat was deareſt and neareft 
unto You - even with that Virtuous and Illuſtrious 
Conſort which God had given You, and with that 
fair [ſue wherewith Your Marriage hath been bleſſed s 
and all this to follow our David in the Wilderneſſe. 
This reſolution doubtleſs was exceeding generous, and 
worthy Your Excellency. Bur yer ſomething more 
was required to render Your Excellency that which I 
{hill preſently ſay that You are, and what You ſhall 
be in che eſteem of Poſterity co the end of the world. 
This noble Reſolution of Yours was to be crowned 
with Perſeverance, and a Perſeverance of a very long 
continuance. And this Your Excellency hath ſo hand- 
ſomly pertormed, that all Zarope hath taken notice 
of 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
of it, even with admiration. For neither the continu- 
al and laſting Proſperity of the Uſurpers, which ſeem- 
ed toexclade His Majeſty out of His Dominions for 
ever : nor the cold indiffcrency of His neareſt Allies, 
who looked upon His affaires as deſperate: nor thoſe 
ſtraits whereto che greare(t of Kings hath frequent- 
ly been reduced even for His own ſubſiſtence, and of 
thoſe few faichful Servants thar never forſook Him, 
were neverable to ſhake Your Loyalty, nor in the 
teaſt to coole the fervency of Your zeale to his ſervice: 
France, Germany, the United Provinces, Flanders , 
Spain, and thoſe other Countries into which chat in- 
comparable Prince was led by Divine Providence(that 
they might, when God had broughc Him back|:gaine 
into his own, and therein ſubjected all under His Em- 
pire, envy our happine(s) are eminent witnefſes of 
what 1 ſay. Your Excellency having had the honour 
to accompany His Majeſty in all His Travels; and to 
ſhare with him in all His croubles. And for theſe rea- 
ſons(yer without detrating from the praiſe of any one) 
we may conclude without the leaſt (cruple, that Your 
Excellency deſerves the, Name of the Uni emISHED 
SuzjscT, And that is, no doubt, the Character our: 
Hiſtory, it it doth Youright, will beſtow upon Your 
Excellency. Mean while, I humbly offer (this Me- 
ditation of mine to Your E xcellencies Protetion, how 
unworthy ſoever it may. be of ſo great a Patronage, it 
it be only:-looked upon'in order to what is mine. Ithe 
rather Dedicate it ro Your Excellency, becauſe there-- 
in Taflert the ſame Religion, in the defence of which 
Your Excellency hath done and ſuffered ſo much, 
And I affert it againſt the ſame Advyerſaries, which 
made head againſt it in reland; even thoſe very men, 
whicit: 
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which though they ſeemed as contrary as Fire and 
Water, yet had combined in Arms againſt Your Z- 
cellency to ſupprefs the ſame. And TDedicate ic to your 
Excellency to the intent all thoſe who ſhall read it,may 
know that it was a PROTESTANT Or Tres OLs 
STAMP,that bath kept his Faich «»ſported rowards his 
God inthe midſt of ſo many temptations, & evil exam- 
ples; who hath likewiſe born away the prize of Loyalty 
rowards his Prince, I beſeech that great God who hath 
cauſed Your Excellency now at laſt to reap the fruits 
of -u perfet Loyalty, that he will be pleaſed like- 
wiſe to crown Your holy Faith with thoſe glorious 
rewards he hath promiſed unto ic, having made You 
during the happy courſe of many years a great exam- 
ple, as of Piery towards himſelf, ſo of all manner of 
biefſings both of Heaven and Earth, to all ſach who 
Fear God, and Honour the King, 1 am with all due re- 
ſpeR, and poſſible ſubmiſſion, 


Tow EX CELLENCIES 


Moſt humble, and muſt 


obedient Servant 


Joun Dux, 


- Joy 
2 ' 


0 let the world know, what is the judgement of the 

| Paſtors of the Reformed Charches beyond the Seas, 
touching our Book of Common-Prayer, and the 

Rites and Ceremonies therein preſcribed, it was thought fit 
to ſet here before this following Sermon (which tends wholly 
to the vindication of the ſame) theſe Extratts out of certain 
Letters written by the Reverend Learned and Godly Miniſters 
of the French Reformed Churches of the Towns of Patis, 
| Roiien and Caen, the three moſt conſiderable Congregati- 
| ons of the whole Kingdom, both for the number Jon 
by of the members of them, And the Reader is deſired ro take 
notice, that Monſieur de Angle, «nd Monſiear Daille, 
were Moderators of the laſt General Aſſembly of the ſaid 

| Reformed Churches of France held at Loudun, Anxo 


1659. 


Rowen ce 5. Decembs, 1661. 


Out of a Letter of Monunſieur de F Angle the Father, Miniſter 
of Roxen. F 


Sir, my moſt honoured Brother, 
know not whether I haye 
thanked you for your Ser- 

mon : IfI 4 not done ſo, 
I ſhould have done it, For 
it is an excellent preſent, 
which you haye made me; 
you ought to have it Printed 
with your Liturgie in Frenchof 
the ſame Volume, to be as its 
Angel-guardian , and to ac- 
company the ſame , in ſecula 
ſeculorum, Amen, 


Monſieur & treſhonore frere, 
E ne ſai ſi je vous at remercie 
de woſtre excellent Sermon ; Si 

je ne Fai fait je Fai dens faire, 

car c'eſt un excellent preſent que 
vous maves fait, vous le deves 
faire Imprimer en meſme Volume 
que voſtre Lithurgie Frangoiſe afin 
qu'ul lus ſerve d Ange Tmtelaire 

& qu'il Faccompagne in ſecula 

ſeculorum. e Amen. 


De Cain ce Decemb, 1661, 


Out of i Letter from "Monſieur Bochar: Miniſter of Cazn, 


Sr ,my moſt hmonyed Brother, 
I Am yery .much obliged to 

T you. tor the Copies + i 
Sermon , which came .to me, 
almoſt at the ſame time with, 
your Letters. Thaveread it to 


| 


Mon. & treſhonore frere, 
I jo vous ſus treſoblige des ex- 
emplaures ae vojtre Sermon qui 
me. ſont venus_quaſs en meſme 
temps que vos Lenres, Pe l'as lew 
| dans tibs deux familles AVEC or ate 


both our Families, withipreat- 
approbation of the heads of 
chem. who you 'may- well. 
think, have been folowedby: 
the reft; . Your:Text. is very! 
well choſen, very well ex- 


de approbation des denx the fs, 
| dont vous ouves en penſer- que 
le refle afmivi le branfit\\ Voſtra: 
rectte eſt wreebieyn choife, | bien 1x4 
| Pique, biew applique.” 1 


pounded, yery well applied. 


A Pans ce 8. 


.Q ; Þ 1 


Decemb;, 1661. 


Out of a Letter from Afonfiewy Gaches Miniſter of Pars. 


I Paſs to yourSermon, which 
was brought to me. three 
dayes ago, and which Tforth- 
with read with great greed}- 
neſs. If yon did ſtandin need 
of an approbation after thar 


\ TE paſſe a voſtre Sermon, gu'on 

m apportail y a trois jours & 
qa je len a aboyd aVitlewent,  $; 
| Dons avits beſin ft apprabatim 
apres telle dn ( happelam ae wo- 
ter Ev:ſque, j* y jomdrais tres 


of your Bifhops Chaplain, I 
would. adde mitie 2 the ſame 
moſt willingly. | 


voloniers la mienne.. 


De Paris le 9. jour dt Fam, 1662, 


*- 


Sir ,y moſt honoured Brother, 
[| Crave your pardon that I 


have not rendered you the 


Our of a Letter of Monſieur Daille the Father,Miniſter of Paris, 


, Monlſ. rreſtionorg frere, 
E vous demantld' pardon de ne 
vous Avoir pas pluſtoſt r:ndy 


moſt humble thanks I long | 


les ' remerciements treſhumbles 
lince: 


fince owed you, for that Co- 

y of your Litargy you have 
 atowed upon me; And 1 fur. 
ther acknowledge now the 
new obligation you haye late. 
ly put upon me,by ſending me 
that Sermon, which came to 
my hand ſome days after your 
obliging Letter of the 21.No- 
vemb. I haye read it with great 
ſatisfaction for the _ 
neſs of the work, which is per- 
fect inall its parts, as well for 


the pureneſs of Language, as 
for he choice and + ia 
of Moſe conceptions and rea- 


ſons you wake ule of therein, 
To my apprehenſ1on nothing 
could have been better writ 
upon the _— AndIam 
of your mind, that they are 
things indifferent in their own 
natare , or art leaſt not ſo im- 
portant ; that we may-not el- 


ther be without them, or tole- | 


rare thera according to the ex- 
igencies of the Church. 


þ 


que je vous dots aepurslong temps, 
pour la part que voi maves 
fane de woſtre Liturgie ; & j'a- 
Joute maintenant cenx que je vous 
dors tout fraiſchement pour le 
Sermon qui ma eſte preſents de 
noſtre part quelques jours apres 
voſtre obligeamte Lenre du 21. 
Novemb. fe Fai lew avec 
granae ſatisfattion pour la beaute 
de Fomvrage, acheve en toutes ſes 
partes , Ti porr Ia prurete au 
Langage, ſoit pour le choix & 
Fexcellence des penſees & des 
raiſons que vous y employes, 11 
ne ſe powvoit rien eſcrire de mi- 
enux ſur ce ſmict a mm avs, 7 
ſras de woſtre avis, que ce ſont 
des choles indifferentes de leur 
nature, ow ds moms non fi im 
portames, qu'on ne puiſſe ou Seu 
paſſer on les tolerer ſelon Fintereſt_ 
de  Egliſe, | 


De Paris 11. Fan, x66 t. 
Out of a Letter of Monſieur Daille the Son, Miniſter of Paris, 


He genera] Doctrine of | 


your Sermon hath fo 

much of reaſon in it, and a- 
; greeth ſo well with truth and 
juſtice, that to my appreher.- 
fion, it cannot be contradicted 
by any whatloeyer, no not by 


A Dottrie que vous efta- 

bliſſes en general dans woſtre 
Sermon eſt ſs raiſonnable & ſi con- 
forme a la werite & a la juſtice, 
qua mon avis elle ne pext eſtre 
conteſtee par qui que ce ſoit, non 
pas meſme par ceux qui ne ſont 


2 uch 


ſuch as are not of your judg- | pas de voſtre ſentiment dans le de 
went irfevery particular, and | rail & qu napprouveet pas les 
whodo nor approve of thoſe | cou#tumes particuheres de Fegliſe 
cuſtoms which are peculiar | Anglicane, que vous maintenes 
to the Church of England, | auſſt dans la ſwate de woſtre atti- 
which you likewiſe maintain | on, Powr moy i me ſemble que 
in the ſequel of your diſcourſe | vor y plaides fi bien leur cauſe, 
As for me,methinks you plead | que non ſenlement de la faſſon 
ſo well their cauſe, that as you | que vows les poſes & que vous {es 
ſtate and explain them , not | eſclarrciſſes , je n'y trowve point 
only I ſee no venome therein , | de wenims, je ne voy rien de man- 
I ſee nothing ill or dangerous | wais ni de dangerenx dans leur 
in the uſe of them ; but rather | ſage , mais quan conraire Je 
on the contrary, I hold that | tiens qu elles pewvent aider a Fe. 


they may help forward the e- | aification des Egliſes ches qui elles 
dification of thoſe Churches | ſont paſſees en conſiume. 
where they are by cuſtome | 

eſtabliſhed, 


Here might be added the approbation of many others, as of 
Honſienr Tricot, Monſieur Roſe! , Aonſienr du Vidal, all three 
Miniſters of the Reformed Church of Toxys, and as choice men 
as any the French Reformed Churches haye, and as well verſed 
in our Engliſh affaires ; who in a Letter written by one of them 
in the name ofall to /fr. Hieroſme, the other Miniſter of the 
French Church which hath ſubmitted to the Church of England, 
have theſe words, We have received and read with ſinguler ſatisfa- 
Fion the Sermon wherewth Mr. Durel hath preſented us, and we do 
eſteem of it _— to the value of ſo gooda piece, But if the afore- 
ſaid Teſtimonies do not ſuffice to convince, that the Reformed 
Churches abroad approve of the Book of Common- Prayer of the 
Church of England, for whoſe defence this Sermon was firſt 
delivered, and afterwards publiſhed,no other will ſuffice,be they 


never {o great, or ſo many, 


THE 


OE Inn 
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Of the 
Church of England aflerted, in 


F . A Sermon. 


| iCoR.11.16. 


But if any man ſeem to be contentious, we have ns 
f ſuch cuftome, neither the Churches of God. 


Hen on the one hand I refle& upon the late 
troubles you haye undergone, the continual 
Croſſes you have daily met with, and the 
uncharitable praiſes which from time to 
time haye been ſer on foot to ſcatter your 

publick Aſſemblies, and to conſtrain you to 

go ſeek the editication and the comfort of your ſouls as far, 

with as much toil, and with the ſame inconyeniences as if 
ſtill you lived under thoſe Powers, who remove as far as poſ- 

{ibly they can, the Sanfuaries of God from the awellings of 
the faithful that frequent the ſame. 

And when on the other, I call ro mind the bappy —_ 
of your condition, and thatI ſer before my eyes thoſe ad- 
yantapes which from thence will accrue unto you, ” Gods 

b leſſing 


The Liturgie of the Church 
bleſſing upon us all both People and Paſtours, When I ſee 
that that fayourable Aſpe&t of the Heavens, which bringing 
back qgur Great Monarch into His Kingdoms , hath 0 
with Him alſo brought back Peace, Satety, and good Or- 
der, and hath difpelled all cvil both from Church and State 
by his preſence, the fame hath alfo had its fluence npon your 
holy Afſembly, to procure irs reſt, and to give it a certain 
ma tixed place, Kwan from henceforth it may with all 
convenience have its exerciſes of Piety, and ſerve God with- 
out fear of any moleſtation ; I cannot (even rayiſhed with 
your hepins ) forbear crying ont, as of old upon. an oc- 
caſion not unlike unto this the Prophet Eſdras did, 1 Eſdras 
7. 27. Bleſſed le the Lord God of our Fathers, wha. hath put ſo 
good a thing as this in the Kings heart. | 
But to the end.you may profit by theſe advantages, and 
that the Church of Chriſt may likewiſe be edifhed thereby ; 
before all I exhort, and conjure you in the name of God, 
not only you who are Members of this flock ; and who 
knowing that the Diſcipline which we are obliged to fol- 
low in this place is ——_ and holy, and in all refpets moſt 
7 Inn of — good Saul, have ſubmitted your 
{elves unto it, without ſ{cruple or heſitation : Bat you alſo 
(if any fach be here) who ben prejudiced, and who for 
want of bcing well informed, cannot yet cloſe with it. And 
you whom curioſity onely to ſee what is done in the midit of 
us hath drawn hither ; I ſay, I exbart and conjure you, as 
many as be here preſent, in the name of that great God, 
whom you profeſs to worſhip and fear : by. the zeal you 
ought to have for his Glory, andthe edifying of his Church, 
and by the intereſt of your own Salvation, that you bring 
birher, ſome of you, diligence and attention ; others. bumi- 
lity, anda mind capable of inſtruction; and. all charity, and 
a mutual bearing one with another 3 and that above all. 
things you ſtrip your ſelves of that Spirit of {outention, where- 
of Satan our common enemy, hath made ufe in all ages, 
to ſow divifion inthe Church of Chriſt, and therein ro make 
thoſe wide breaches, and lamentable defolations, which ex- 
pole her to. all the inyafions, and affronts of ber Adyerfaries, 


and 


of England aſſerted. 


and which make her to them __ of laughter and forn, 
whereas on the contrary ſhe be terrible toall of them, 
as an Army marching with d:iplayed coloxrs ; though they 
were yet much more nnmerous, and more incenſed than they 
are, if the ſeyeral members ' which compoſe the ſame were 
wiſe enough, to ſtick cloſe together, in that ſtraight union 
which alwayes ought to be inviolable among brethren, 
And to the endI might haye a fit opportunity co ſhew you, 
both the Natzre, the Caxſes, and the effects of this diſmal 
Spiric of Contention ; and to teach you the means whereby to 
preſerye your ſelyes from it, and to ſhake it off when you 
are threatned, or already ſeized with it, I have taken for the 
ſubje& of my preſent Meditation the words of the holy 
Apoſtle which were read unto you, Bwt if any man ſeems to be 
contentious , we have no ſuch cuſtom, neither the Churches of 
God. 
Oar Lord and Saviour had by the Miniſtry of Saint Paw!, 
thered a fair and numerous Church in the City of Corinth ; 
-_ Satan who alwayes, and in all places ſtood ready to en- 
deayour to pull that down which the Apoſtles had builr up, 
had aſſaulted that Church with his whole might, and all 
his cunning, to bring it to ruine, He had raiſed perſecutions 
againſt it from without : he had infeted within it many of 
its members with the contagion of Vice, and yenom of Er- 
ror. And thoſe whoſe Manners he could not corrupt, nor 
Faith pervert, he had divided them about thin which do 
not concerne the body and ſubſtance of Religion, but are 
only the circumſtance, and asit were, the cloathing and the 
out-skirts of it, Their difterences were not about Yice or 
Virtue, The controverſie was not about the ſaying Truths 
of the Goſpel, or rhoſe Herefies which ſubyert the ſame, 
The queſtion was only about the manner of Gods worſhip, 
about a Hat ora Cap , aYeil ora Hood ; for either Sex had 
made a party. The cuſtom was (whether the Apoſtles had 
eſtabliſhed it, or whether they had only approved and con- 
firmed it ) that men ſnould ſtand deneuadle the Congrega- 
tion, and that women ſhould be covered with a Ye. 
There were found both _ and women {o far —_— 
2 able 
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\able, and of ſo croſs a diſpoſition, as to deny to conform to 
that cuſtom. Some men would needs be covered, and ſome 
women uncovered, Thereupon Saint Paw! inſtratts both 
the one and the other, and having given them reaſons why 
this difference was thought fit to be obſerved between the 
two Sexes in the holy Aiſembly ; be ends his diſcourſe with 
the words of our Text, which he holds ſufficient ro give 1a- 
tisfa&ion to thoſe perſons, who, though reaſonable, yet had 
not fully yielded to his former diſcourle, and to {trop the 
mouth of the moſt obſtinate and moroſe : Bt if (faith he, 
notwithſtanding all this) any man ſeem to be contentions we have 
no ſuch cuſtom, neither the Churches of God. 

For the right underſtanding of theſe words, and that we 
may profit thereby, two things are therein to be conſidered. 
Firſt, what it is to be contentious. Secondly , what the 
Apoſtle tells us here concerning the cre of this Malady, in 
thoſe who are ſo unhappy as to be moleſted, and to moleſt 
others therewich, For contentious men are like thoſe un. 
patient and peeviſh perſons who diſturb a whole houſe for 
the leaſt pain they feel at their fingers end: or like thoſe 
Cowards who alarum their Quarters upon the leaſt panick. 
fear that ſeizeth them. 

Religion as well as Morality requires that men be of a 
mild, facile, and complying diſpoſition, that they ſhun con- 
reſts and diſputations ; and that they never keep any ſtir, 
or quarrel with any one whatſoever, as little as may be, but 
much leſs with the Church of God. Nevertheleſs a man is 
not to be reputed contentious, who doth not alwayes, and 
in all things abſolutely comply with all the world, The 
Prophets of the old (ovenant were commanded to cry aloud 
(as the Scripture ſpeaks) againit Yice, and the abuſes in Re- 
ligion. And when they held their peace, they were compa- 
red to dumb Dogs, who ſecing Thieves in their Maſters houſe, 
make no noiſe to drive them away. John the Baprift did to 
well acquit himſelf in this particular, that he was upon that 
account called by Prophecy a crying voice, as if he had been 
all voice, all noiſe, all chunder, and N form againſt ſin, Our 
Lord and Sayiour Jeſus Chriſt, who is the meek and humble 
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heart, whoſe voice was not heard in the ffreers, notwith- 

anding did not forbear to fight with incomparable zeale 
againſt rhe corruptions of the life , the hypocrifie of the 
carriage, and the erroursin the Doctrine of the Phariſees. 
The holy Apoſtles inthis as in all other things, did imitate 
their divine Maſter. Saint Pax/l himſelf who here reproves 
contentious men, hath, as well as his Collegues, even with 
heat, diſputed againſt the Rulers of the Synagogue 3 againſt 
the Philoſophers and falſe Teachers ; and enerally againſt 
all the adyerſaries of the Truth, on all occaſions, that 
ever were offered,, .Inſomuch that he did not ſpare even 
Saint Peter bimſelf; when he apprehended chat he did not 
walk wprightly in thoſe things which related to the edifying 
of the Church, Did not the Tertwllians, the Irenexſes , the 
Athanaſinſes , the Auguſtins, with the teſt of thoſe yalianc 
Champions of the Primitive Church,contend, exclaim, make 
a noiſe, and ſtoutly oppoſe ? but it was only when they did 
ſee that there aroſe in the Church ſuch Arch-hereticks, who 
did (as it were) ſtrike God directly in the face : and that 
there crept into it ſuch errors as affaulted the very heart of 
Religion, and made "deadly thruſts at ir. 

It was the ſelf ſame zeal for God which opened the mouths 
of thoſe great and holy men, who were the Worthies of 1/racl, 


in thoſe later ages of the Church, whom God made ule of 


in the time of our fore fathers, torake in hand that great work 
of Reformation both in this Kingdom , and in all other 
Countries, from whence have been rejected the errors, ſuper- 
ſtiei5ns, and the other abuſes which the Pope and his Emil- 
aries had introduced into the Chriſtian Relipion, Whereby 
it was become ſo disfigured, that ſcarce-could ir be known, 
when compared with what it had been in the mouth, wri- 
tings, and praQtice of the holy Apoſtle, and their neareſt 
ſucceſſors. A man is not therefore contentious for diſputing, 
conteſting, crying, and —_— a great ſtir when there.s 
cauſe for it, and the thing deſerves it.. In this caſe to be 


filent were to be lake-warmand cowardly ;-and it were the: 


way to incurre the puniſhment wherewith our Sayioucr 
threatens them that are ſuch , when he ſaith that he will 


ſpew 
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ſpew them ont of his month. But when thoſe things —_— 
called into queſtion, which are either altogether indifferent 
in their nature, that is, neither good nor bad, but in the 
right or ill uſe that is made of them : or which it may be, 
do not ſate ſo well as ſome others would, which might be 
ſubſtiruted in their room 3 or which appear unto us Candy 
uſeleſs and ſuperfluous : or which have really ſome incon- 
venience in them, ſuch as one might juſtly wiſh were laid 
alide. To contelt thereupon with the ſame Ay as if it were 
about the Fundamenrals of Religion, to be opimatre and ob- 
ſtinately bent upon it , diſquieting chelelre and others 
alſo, and thereupon to ſow trouble, di , and war eyery 
where, rather then to acquielce therein, and to conform to 
others, in ſubmitting to the order eſtabliſhed, and to other 
things received and confirmed by praftice, Such certainly 
do not know what Spirit they are led by, no more then thoſe 
Diſciples did, who would needs draw fire down from Hea- 
ven to conſume a whole City, becauſe it had not ſhewed 
all due reſpec and teſtimonies of affetion, which it ought 
to have done to our Sayiour. And this is to be wholly poſleſt 
with a ſpirit of contention and debate. 

Men fall into that contentious humour, firſt through Ip- 
norance, when they are not well informed of the nature of 
things. For example, when one ſers the ſame price and 
value upon the leaves and the bark of the tree, as upon the 
fruit itſelf, When one believes that a nail or tile in a houſe, 
are of the ſame concernment as a pillar or a beam. When 
one cannot diſcern between the more and the lefle ; beryreen 
well and better : and when that is looked upon as ſimply e- 
vil, which is only fo in ſome reſpects, or what is not per- 
fect in all degrees. Secondly, they fall into this humour of 
contention through Pride and Jealouſfie, for by Pride com- 
meth contention, iaith wile Solomon , Prov. 13. 10. When 
they diſlike ſome things, becauſe they are not of their ma- 
king, or becauſe preſcribed and impoſed by Superiours : or 
becauſe others whom they contemn or hate, haye had a hand 
in them. Ina word,;they become contentious through meer 
obſtinacy, which makes them ſtill ro aſſert what they haye 

once 
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once maintained ; and ſtil] roo blame what they haye once 
cryed down, though they are conſcious, they have no rea- 
ſon for either. Bar this it is, that ifthey ſhould do other. 
wiſe, it were to confeſle that they were miſtaken, and that 
they were in an Errour and in the wrong, vyhich is too great 
a ſelf-denyal to a certain kind of people, 

Woe to that People, woe to that Church, woe to that 
Society whatever it be whom God fo far afflicts, as to fend 
among them ſpirits of that temper, and to ſuffer them at any 
time to riſe to that degree of power, which enables them 10 
manifeſt how far their il} humour may fpread,8& what effects 
it isable to produce ; when there is nothing to keep it within 
the limits of moderation, and to reſtrain its excurſions and 
exceſſes. A wild Boar in a Vineyard, a Wolf in a Sheepfold, 
a violent ſtorm of Hail upon a Corn-field ready for the 
fickle, an impetuous torrent which runs and ſpreads all oyer 
+ plain, do not cauſe more diſorder. For the faid humour 
ſpoiles, deftroyes, plucks up, pulls down, and finally hurries 
& —— difference, whatever falls under her hand, or 
lights in her way, And the is no longer able to ſuffer any 
thing, but what ſhe does and orders her felf. Would to God 
that the fad and wofal experience we haye had of ir theſe ma- 
ry yeares both in Church and State in thefe three Kingdoms, 
did nor eaſe us of the trouble of ſeeking in other Countrys, 
tor examples to confirm whether it be ſo or not} And would 
to God that their ill humour had fo far left them who have 
been ſick with it, and that the force of its yenome, were to. 
much extinguiſhed in thoſe where it is yer to be found, that 
there were no more cauſe to fear its contagion. and no more 
need of ſpeaking of it, nor of feeking of proper remedies to 
drive it away, and to preyent it, to ayoid all manner of 
relapſes. Howbeit, before we treat of its remedies, we 
__ ſpeak a word of its effects in the Church of Corinth : 
for (beſides that our Text binds us to it) this will ſerve to 
anſwer an objection,in-ſhew not inconſiderable,which might 
be made againſt ſuch as oppoſe contentious perſons, For 
may it not be objecred to them, that by this their oppoſiri- 


on, they fall into the fame extreme,. and that themſelyes be- 
come 


The Liturgy of the Church 

come contentious ? And would it nat ſeem much better, if 
they ſnon!d comply with ſuch perſons, by yielding unto 
them what they demand, and by ſuffering them ro govern 
themſelves atrer their own fancy, thereby to induce them to 
be filent, and to procure peace ; then by oppoling them, to 
fall into diſputes, and ſometimes into an open War ? This 
it is that humane prudence doth ſuggeſt, and what doubtleſs 
is ſometime expedient to be done, according to the juncrure 
of aftices. But Str, Par! who knew how to diſcern be- 
tween things prohibited, and things not expedient, though 
they are tolcrated ; who ſo far condeſcended to the fewes, 
as to cauſe Timothyto be Circumciſed, thereby to gratifie 
them, and who was of ſo complying a diſpoſition, as to be- 
come all things toall men, to win = to his Maſter, not- 
withſtanding did not think it conyenient in this preſent caſe, 
to comply with the contentious of the Church of Cormth. 
I confeſſe the matter was not great : for it was not about 
any Fundamental point of Faith, it was not obout the Lan- 
guage that Prayer ſhould be ſaid in ; nor about the obje&t 
It was to be direQed to, that they diſputed. They did not 
ſo much as queſtion what perſon it was that ſhould pray in 
the Congregacion : Theonly queſtion was about the diffe- 
rent manner that the Apoſtles had thought it convenient that 
either Sexe ſhould hear it in, and ſhould be preſent at that 
Service which was rendered to God in his Church. Nevyer- 
cthelefſe, though the thing in it ſelf was of ſo mean a conſe- 
quence, he is unwilling to ſooth in their ill humour, thoſe 
contentious perſons who were fo raſh as to violate the Or- 
ders Eſtabliſhed in the Church of God: And he thinks it more 
expedient to inſtruct, and to reprove them. 

He takes this:courſe with them, firſt becauſe he knowes 
that contention taken in general, whatever the cauſe of it be 
is a moſt dangerous thing , and which (if order be not the 
ſooner taken to ſtop its progreſle ) ſoon degenerares into 
Schiſme, from which men readily paſſe into Errowrs and 
Herejies, The contention of the { orinthians had already pro- 
ceeded thus far, and brought forth all theſe evill effects in 
that Church ; as appeares by the 18, and x9, Verſes of this 

Chapter, 
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Chapter, where the Apoſtle tells them that he heares that 
there be 4viſions among them, and that he ſees them alread 
in the High-way which leads to Herefies, towards which 
they haſten apace. Theſe are the uſual conſequences of all 
ſorts of contentions in matters of Religion. For ſtraight-way 
the contentious divide into parties, and that arty they haye 
once emibraced they ſtick to obſtinately, holding themſelyes 
obliged in honour to do any thing in = defence of it ; even 
to dyerather then forſake ir, thereby to purchaſe the praiſe of 
being zealous, couragious, and conſtant, 

Secondly, the Apoſtle holds it more expedient to inſtruct 
and rebuke the contentious of (orinth in the preſent caſe, 
then to ſuffer them to act according to their fancy, though ir 
be but abour a bare Ceremony : Becauſe he knows the me- 
rhod, and the depths of Satan, For this crafry Enemy doth 
never thruſt thoſe he intends to make his Inſtruments fo far 
at firſt daſh, as he meanes to drive them by degrees : He 
doth nor ſo much as diſcover unto them his intentions. Ma- 
ny who become the great props of his Empire, would at firſt 
have withdrawn themſelves with horrour from his ſervice, 
if they had known what gulf he intended to precipitate them 
into, and of how many evils he meant to rake them the un- 
juſt and fatal inſtruments. All that he inſpired ar firſt into 
the contentious perſons of Corinth, was to the men that they 
ſhould be coyered in the Congregation during the time of 
Divine Service, and to the Women that they ſhould be un- 
covered, contrary to what had been preſcribed unto them, 
But he had no ſooner won thus —_ upon them, which 
doubtleſſe to them ſeemed a very ſmall matter (although ir 
be alwayes a great matter for to reſiſt the Orders of the 
Church) but he drove them a great way further. From the 
contempt of a meer Ceremony, he carryed them to affault 
the Holy Sacrament of the Lords Supper ; and from the ir- 
reyerence in Prayer and Prophefie (whether by Propheſie be 
underſtood the preaching of the word, or the ſinging of the 
Praiſes of God) he led them to the profaning of that Sacred 
Myſtery. And ſo great became that cootantions that it 
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infolent and brutiſh as to make themſelves drunk in the 
Feaſts of Charity (as they termed them) which ulcd to ac- 
company that Sacrament. Hath not that old Serpent be- 
thought himſelf of the ſame craft ? And bath he nor uſed the 
fame method to ſeduce many amongſt us, who no dceubr 
would have abhorred themſelves when they firſt received 
his pay, and fought under his banner, if they could then 
have ſeen themſelves in- that condition they have been in 
fince. Ar firſt they had only ſome ſmall matter to obje&t 
againſt our Biſhops, our Liturgie , the manner of our Ad- 
miniſtring Baptiſme, receiving the Holy Communion, and 
againſt our Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline, In the cad haye not 
ſome or other of them come to that paſle as to reject all man- 
ner of Miniſters, all manner of Lirurgies,. even to the Lords 
Prayer,the Creed, and the ten Commandements ; abſolute- 
ly to condemn Infant Baptiſme, and the Celebrating of 
S Lords Supper, either wholly neglecting it, or receiving 
it onely with a ſmall number of felect Members, as if all o- 
thers had been Excommunicated : and finally (under pre- 
rence of maintaining their Chriſtian _— to make =— 
ſelyes right Independexts in all things. O how happy had we 
all been, both they and we, it ſeme great Apoſtle like St. 
Paw! had inſtructed and rebuked them 2s he did the Corivrhi- 
«ns ! Or rather, if they would have hearkened to his reafo- 
ning, and yielded to his advice! For let them ſay whar- 
they will, God never left them without a witnefle, And 
what St, Paul did in his time ſay unto the contentious of Co- 
rimh, hath he not ſaid the ſame over and over, in his wri- 
tings to the contentious of this-Kingdom ? But if any wau 
ſeemerh 16 be comentions, we have no ſuch cuſtom, nenher the 
Churches of God. 

That is the laſt and the preat Remedy he preſcribes them 
for their cure, And fuch a remedy it is no doubt, as-is capa- 
ble to cure any ſpirit that is not altogether incurable, when 
bes Crnccentanels proceeds only from 43 Ceremony, it can- 
not reliſh, Yerit is notthe onely remedy which he applyed 
to cure thoſe of Cormth, for he had before offered them 0- 
thers,. For as the boly Apoſtles never conſtitued any thing 
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in the Chutches of God, bar upon y and. pertigent 
grounds ; in the fore-going Verſes | Trans gamer 
reaſons fot that particular z Some taken from what Men 
and Women are it relation each to other, and what both 
are in relation to Chriſt : others from the preſence of rhe 
holy Angels, who never fail to be preſent in the Aſſemblies 
of the faithful, and who doubtleſs cannot but be much 
offended if they ſee Menor Women wander from that re- 
{pe& and modeſty, which ought to appear in their behaviour 
when they are Aſſembled in the Charch, which xs che honſe of 
the ling God, to ſerye and worſhip him, and to pay bim 
their homages. He appeales eyen to Nature, which reaches 
either Sex that diftinCftion, and that modeſty which he re- 
nires of them, when rhey come inro the preſence of God in 
his holy Church, 

Bur as for contentious ſpirits, as he knows that they do 
nor eaſily yield, and that they have ſtill ſomeching to reply, 
whether right or wrong ; eſpecially when the debate is a- 
bout a Ceremony of which it is not to be expected that a 
Mathematical demonſtration ſhould be made, no more then 
it can of Moral things, wherein Philoſophy it ſelf confefles 
that there is none to be given, He comes tothe laſt reaſog, 
which alone ought to ſuffice it _— of this nature, h 
no other could be alleadged, and which indeed ought to be 
alleadped alone without any more adoe, when we kave to 
deal with contentious perſons.Itis in a word, faith he,that it 
is not the cuſtom for men to be covyer'd in the Church,nor for 
Women to be uncovered. He alledges many reaſons for it 
{as we obſeryed but now) for thoſe who are capable of ſa- 
tisfaction. And thus we are to proceed with reaſonable per- 
ſons. But for ſuch whom no reaſon can ſatisfie, and who 
will be alwaies talking, diſputing, contraditing, and cla- 
mouring, he doth nor think them worthy of any other an- 
ſwer, chen telling them that ſuch is the vr” Aa received and 
praQtiſed in the Church of God. Let them talk, anſwer a- 
gain and apain, aske never ſo many queſtions, though they 
never acquieſce nor be filent, that's all they are like to have 


of the Apoſtle, or of any rational man who is acquainted 
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with ſuch, as indeed it is all they deſerye,to wit, We havg, 
or, we have not ſuch a cuſtom. 

There is no one ation either in a civil life, or in the pra- 
Qiceof Religion, which is not accompanyed with certain 
circumſtances, the reaſon of which (more then what is deri- 
ved from cuſtom) would gra the moſt experienced and 
clear-ſighted in things of this nature; if they were asked 
why ſuch a thing is done, or why done in this manner and 
not in another; or why it may not as well be done thus, or 
thus > Not doubtleſs, but that there are or have been ſome 
reaſons for it, but either they are forgotten, or no longer 


' thought goons or indeed are no __ ſo. For it happens 


frequently that the ſame reaſon which at one time hath been 
forceable,tooblige to the doing of a thing in fuch a manner, 
is not of the ſame yalidity to bind todo the ſame ar another 
time, What is then to be done in this caſe > Muſt ſach 
things be therefore neglected, contemned, or violated ? God 
forbid : So long as they ſhall be in force, ſo long as thpſe to 
whom the care and in{pection over things of this nature is 
committed (whether Magiſtrates or Paſtors) ſhall think fit 
they be obſeryed ; and fo as long as they themſclyes obſerve 
them, and ſhall inſiſt upon this ground, We have, or, hawe not 


ſuch a cuſtom; every private perſon is bound with all humi- 


lity, meekneſſe, and without noiſe, contention, or murmu- 
ring to ſubmit themſelves thereunto, In France (for exam- 
ple) it is the cuſtom there when any one ſheezeth to ſalute 
that perſon, and to make {one ſhort wiſh and prayer in her 
behalf. And thongh many reaſons be alleadged for this 
Ceremony, there is not any one certain ar ſatisfactory, or 
which may take place in this preſent age. Beſides, ir is the 
cuſtom in the Reformed Churches of that Kingdom, at the 
cloſe of the Communion to ſing the Song of Simeon kneeling. 
And it would puzzle any one to bring a reaſon why the Can- 
ticle of Simeon ſhould be ſung in that poſture, rather then the 
Pſalmes of David, many of which are Prayers throughout 
as well as this. Burt it is cnough to fſatisfie any alone per 
ſon,to alleadge cuſtom in thele two particulars, as in all v- 
ther things of the ſame nature, And more then this is nor 


required 
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required to bind men to conform to what others do ; unleſs 
they mean, not onely to be reputed contentious, ſuperſtiti- 
ous, and ridiculous, bur really to be ſuch. 

But when beſides the cuſtom of every particular Church 
(which alone is ſufficient to oblige to a Conformity there- 
with, not its members onely, but eyen all who upon occa« 
ſion happen to meet with them) ir may be farther alledged, 
that it is the univerſal practice of all other Churches, as Saint 
Paxldoth in this place ; where after he hath faid that whether 
the other Apoſtles and himſelf, whether theChurch of Philipps, 
where he was at the writing of this Epiſtle, had no ſuch cu- 
ſtom, he addeth, neither the Churches of God. 1 fay a Cuſtom 
ſo generally received is of ſuch confideration, as addes very 
much weight to a thing to cauſe it to be obſerved. Foral- 
though what Saint e-Leguſtine faith, viz. That what is received 
rniverſally m all places, which ts not found to be eſtabliſhed by the 
Decree of any Conncl, ought to be held of Apoſtolical inſtitution; 
were nor as certain as it is probable ; yer were it not to be 
altogether contentious, and to be poſteſt with a ſpirit of contra- 
dition, and frowardneſs, raade, as it were, in oppoſition to all 
others, as to withdraw from a cuſtom generally received and 
allowed of by all the World > And who can poſlibly come 
to that paſs, but ſuch as are excceding raſh and hb 
ons , or ſuch as abound over much in their own ſenſe > And 
whereas the Apoſtle requires that men be foberly wiſe, are 
not ſuch even drunk , giddy and ſtupified with their own 
wiſdom ? that is, they have ſo much of it, or at leaſt think 
{o, that they have none art all, 

Now Brethren, you have heard whar it is to- be, or not to 
be contentions. You haye ſeen the cauſes and the effects 
of this malignant humouc, together with the remedies pro- 
per thereunto. And you find, I am confident, that althovs'!: 
lick perſons delerye pity , yet ſuch as be cententio:cs 154: 
rather fit ro ſtir up anger, and to provoke the moit mocler:re 
and patient natures. And I confeſs ingenuouſly that the 
Church of Rowe might with a juſt indignation look upon as 
many of us as are in this Kingdom, in France, in Germ.ny, 
Holland, SwitJerland, Poland, and ellewhere, who haye pro - 
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fed againſt her abuſes and rejeted them z if we had been 
moyed thereunto (as they ſay we bave) by a meer ſpiritof 
Contention, There is, without doubt, never a Church of 
the ſeveral Countries we haye mentioned, but can fully 
clear her ſelf of that imputation. Bur I dare farther affirm 
that none of them all can juitiftie themſelyes more clearly, 
then the Church of England can ; nor who hath given leiſe 
cauſe to be reputed contentious then ſhe, Rowe had brought 
Tyranny into her Government, making of her Biſhop a God 
upon Earth, ſhe had mingled Taye: with the g Corn ; 
Errors and Hereſies with the ſaving Tyachs of the Goſpel. 
She had added ro the reaſoneble Service of God, wreaſonable 
Snperſttions and Tolatries, She had extended her Tyramy, 
ſown her "Tarer, and fpread her Szperſtinons even into this 
Iſland, The Oceax which fevers us from. the reſt of the 
World, not having been able to protect us from her Invaſion, 
and Uſurpation, What was then to be done in this caſe ? 
Was it juſt ro be filent, and like dwab Dogs in this conjun- 
Aure : or rather was it not high time ro cry out with o 
»ou:h, as the Prophets did > Therefore our Arch-Biſhops, 
Biſhops, and other Miniſters of our Church have cryed alond, 
Bur they did ſo well temper their zeal, joyning with ir ſuch 
moderation , prudence and underſtanding, that they haye 
not exclaimed apainſt any thing, but what was altogether 
intollerable, and what deſeryed to be abſolutely decryed. 
Taking as much care in preſerving what was good, and in 
reducing to their lawful uſe thoſe things which had been a- 
buſed, as in aboliſhing all that was either abſolutely bad, 
or altogether uſeleſs and fuperfluous. The feryent 2eal for 
the the glory of God wherewith thoſe holy men were en- 
flamed, and which did bear up many of them to the courage 
of ſuffering Martyrdom, and ſealing with their blood the 
Truth of the Goſpel, did not hinder them from making that 
judicious and neceſſary diſcrimination. They rejeRed from 
chc three parts which make up Religion, to wit, Dottrine, 
Government, and Publick Worſhip, what was therein to be 
rejeted ? From Dodtrine, all manner of Errors ; from Go- 
vernment, that Tirawny which the Pope had uſurped over 
the 
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the other Paſtors, who are Biſhops by 2s good a Title as 
himſelf z from Publick Worſhip, Superſtitions and Jdalaryy. 
. They did not think ir neceflary ro take a quite contrary 

courſe to all the eſtabliſhed cuſtoms of the Church of Rem , 
bur only to ſuch things as were amiſs, - On the contrary they 
rather endeayoured to retain all that was yet ſound in that 
Church. And for thoſe things which were bad only by be- 
ing abuſed, they reduced them to their lawful uſe : giving 
all the world by this their procceding, to underſtand that 
their intention was not to deſtroy the Church, but only to 
reform ir; nor to forge a new Religion (as they falſly ſug- 
geſted) bur to reſtore that which Chriſt and his Apoſtles had 
raught us, to that purity which we ſee it hath in their wri- 
tings, and which it hath had in the practiſe of the Primitive 
Chriſtian Church, If they had been of the ſame mind which 
many at this day ſeem to be of, who believe it enough to 
make a thing bad, and to bind men to cur it off, if it be 
found in the Church of Rowe; npon this principle they 
would have been necefficated to have rejected the Lords 
Prayer, the Apoſtles (reed, and thoſe of «Aibanafmrs, and of 
Nize, which the C hurches of France have rehended in 
their Confeflion of Faith, as well as ours hath done in hers. 
In a ward, the whole Bible which the Church of Rygmne pro- 
teſſeth tro embrace, though fhe doth not follow it, muſt he 
been burnt. We muſt no longer have believed in God, nor 
prayed unto him, or given him thanks, nor giver alms, or 
faſted, nor built Churches, or met therein to ferve God in 
a ſolemn manner. And why ? becauſe Rowe doth all this. 
In this caſe Rowe had indeed had juft cauſe to haye accuſed 
them of being e£pellyons, deftroyers, and the Authors of a 
new: and unheard-of c—_ But they were of another 
rexmper, and were more wiſe and judicious (God be praiſed) 
as we find to ourgomfort : otherwiſe they would haye made 
a\trange Reformation. Therefore as they bave left in the 
Doctrine all thoſe Truths which are found in Scripture , 
which is the only ſpring from whence they ought to be 
drawn; ſo they haye left in the Eccleftaſtical Government, 
not a Pope,. that is, an w/olext Afafter, who acts as if he were 
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a Prince and Soveraign Lord over his Brethren, and who m- 
termeddles ſo far as to depole even Kings, and to transfer 
their Kingdoms ; becauſe there is not the leait track of any 
ſuch Officer cirher in Scripture, or Antiquity, but a lawful 
Subordination of Paſtors, which is found both in Antiquity, 
and holy Writ, 

In the ſame manner they proceeded alſo in the Worſhip of 
God. Becauſe there is no one ſer form of it in Scripture (our 
Saviour having left his Charch to that freedom to order the 
ſame according to their wiſdom, as ſuted beſt with the 
times, places, and manners of the ſeveral Nations among 
which it was to be eſtabliſhed) they judged they could not 
do better, then inretaining the ſame form of worſhip, which 
the univerſall Chriſtian Church had for the ſpace of many 
Ages happily made ule of, ficting the ſame the beſt they could 
to the manners and genizs of this Nation. And this they did 
after they had purged it of the Inyocations to Saints and 
Angels : of thoſe Prayers which were grounded upon the 
merits of the Martyrs, and the pretended yertue of Relicks : 
of Prayers for the dead, Exorciſmes, Salt, Spittle, Unctions, 
and ſuch like ſtuff : andeſpecially from the Maſs which the 
Pope had inſerted into it, and which had defaced, ſullied, 
a empoiſoned that faire Lirurgy of the ancient Church, 
Let Rome ſeriouſly confeſs this proceeding, and then let her 
accule the Reformers of the Church of England of having been 
gontentionus ; if it be found that either they have laid aſide, or 
taken up any one thing whereof it may bo ſaid, that the holy 
Apoſtles,or Apoſtolick Churches had, or had not ſuch a cuſtom, 
Burt ſhe neycr was able to do it, nor never ſhall. 

But although there never was any Church leſs contentions 
then this Church of England, yet never did any, fronmbe 
firſt beginning of the Reformation unto this preſent day, 
mect with ſo many contentious ſpirits 4 ſhe hath done. 
And though her hands were againſt no man, yet the hands of 
almoſt every man have been againſt her, And it ſeems that 
ſhe like her Redeemer hath been,as it were, ſer up - a (ign 
wh:ch ſhall be ſpoken againſt, Though the moſt violent ene- 
mies that cver ſhe had, except thoſe of Rome (though I do 
not 
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not know whether they ought to be excepted) could never 
charge her with any Errour mm Do&trine, yer they baveen- 
deayoured what they could to aboliſh the publick confeſſion 
of her Faith. They have endeavoured to overthrow her 
Government from top to bottom ; though in the end Truth 
hath conſtrained them to acknowledge the fame to be law- 
ful. They have broken down the caryed work of her San- 
Quarics at once with Axes and Hammers, They haye bro- 
ken, carryed away, or protaned her Sacred Veſſels, They 
have diſpoiled her of her Revenues. They have ſhared a- 
mong them her Veltments. And —_— the miraculous man- 
ner,whereby it hath pleaſed the Lord to raiſe her up again, 
from that deplorable condition into which her enemies had 
reduced her, ought to beto all of them /notwithſtandin 
any appearances there hath heen for a ſeaſon , that he had 
wholy forſaken her)an evident proof that ſhe is hey beloveds, 
and that her beloved us hers ; and an argument that her Re- 
formation (lince neither their craft nor violence which fo far 
revailed againſt ir, were never able to deſtroy it) is certain- 
ly the work, of God, and his (owunſe! which fhall ſtand. 
And conſequently that rhey would do wiſcly (according to 
the advice which Gamalie! gave to the Jeipes) to forbear to 
annoy and moleſt her for the furure, Nevertheleſs for all 
rhis, there are yet many at this day who mutiny againſt eye- 
ry part of her Service, blaming,and defaming the ſame, and 
uſing all poſſible endeayours to aboliſh it, They are offen- 
ded at the coloxr of her Miniſters Veſtments, though it be 
the ſame whergwith Scripture teacheth us that holy Angels 
are clothed when they appear to belieyers on Earth, as like- 
wiſe the Saints in Heaven. And if one had the ſame ſpirit of 
contention with them, it might be objected with as much 
reaſon, that the contrary colour which they fancy better is 
the colour of the Prince of Darkneſs, For they are chiefly 
offended thereat, becauſe that colour hath been abuſed at 
Rome, and that Popiſh Prieſts uſe it in ſaying their Maſle, 
As though there were not Black, Gray, and Tawny Fryers, 
and of all colours as well as White, who reſpe&ively abuſe 
theſe colours in obſeryation of the Inſtitutions of their ſeve- 
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And as the colour of the yeſtments uſed in the Church of 
England hurts the eye-fight ; fo doth the 1wning of her voice 
oftend the eares of theſe people. They diſlike that Muſick 
ſhe uſeth in ſinging Pſalms in proſe, thongh it be either al- 
rogether the ſame, which David and his tinging-men made 
alt of in ſinging the Praiſes of God within the Holy Taber- 
nacle, or at leaf: a Muſick which comes very near unto that, 
and much nearer, doubtleſs, than that which theſe contenti- 
ous perſons are willing ro, and do ordinarily make uſe of, 
Is it not a ſtrange _ pitiful thing that rational creatures 
Gould diſpute, and quarell one with another about colours ? 
That perſons who profeſs Chriſtianity which is fo reaſona- 
KingeMurthe- ble, ſhould upon fo ſlender * an account as is that of the aſc 
rers (Axtel) ax of a White Surplice, dye the Fields and Scaffolds with the 
rhe time of his innocent bloud of their Brethren, and (O incredible and be- 
death, being before unheard-of prodigy) with the Sacred bloud of their 
__ _ {; awful Soyeraignin Lind preſervation, they were bound to 
for which he ſhed every drop of their own! And that they ſhould come 
fought and for to the loud noiſe and ſhot of Guns , partly becauſe our 
which he ſaid Churches Muſick begins wirha third or a fourth, or ſome 
_—_ , - other note, and not with a ſecond, ora fafth, as theſe Gen- 
was, to have no f1emen would haye ir, 

Common Prayey Neither is their contentious diſpoſition leſs ſeen in all the: 
Book and no reſt, They would not have the People to make a Confeſſion 
9. 7-5 of their Gn with an audible yoice after the Miniſter, nor 
ſhould take 7 that they ſhould bear any part, or anſwer in the celebration 
beed_ of the Sur- of Divine Service. They take it il|-that certain words or 
plice, ſentences, and the Lords Prayer it ſelf ſhould be repeated 
more then once, Nay they even think that we give too of- 

ten plory to God, as though they were jealous of it. The 

fign of the Croſſe which is made upon the fore-hcad of In. 

fants after Baptiſme, goes currant with them for a grofie 
Superſtition, for an ulurpation of Gods . Authority, and a 

meer relick of Popery. The pofture of — and ſelf 

abaſement when we receive the pledges of our Salyation in 

the holy Communion of thc Lords --- by the hand of 

his Miniſters is to them a ſtumbling block. They hold for 
fuperſtitious obſeryations of Times and Days, and for the: 

very. 
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yery ſame holy-days in all reſpeRs, with them of the Church 
of Rome, the commemoration which we make yearly on ſer 
times, of the Myſteries of our Redemption through Chrilt, 
and of the wonderful grace of God to the bleſſed Yirgin, to 
the holy Apoſtles, and to ochers of his blefled Servants 
whom the Scripture mentions with praiſe, as inſtrumeaty 
of Gods glory for the falyarion of the faithful. Neither 
will they be ſatisfied unleſle all things are ordered according 
to their fancy. IfI had none but contentious perſons tor my 
Auditors, I would giye them no other anſwer then this, hae 
we have no ſuch cuſtom, and might adde with our Apoſtle, 
neither the Churches of God, For to ſay notbing at preſent of 
the Primitive Chriſtian Chutch, after ute model our 
Church hath ſo Religiouſly endeayoured to conform her {elf 
| in her Reformation, it is certain that there is not any one 
of the things which theſe people condemn as evil in our 
Church, which is not praiſed in one or other of the Refor- 
med Churches beyond the Seas : or which they do not ei- 
ther approve of as good and —— at leaſt bear with 
as indifterent, I could eafily make this good, didI not fear 
to treſpaſlſe upon your patience, Nevertheleſs I think that 
without incurring this fault, I may venture to tell you by the 
way, that the Churches of Hungary, Tranſylvania, Lithuama, 
Poland, the great and the leſs, and the remainders of the 
Church of the Brethren of Bohemia (who of all Chriſtians 
were the firſt Reformers in theſe latrer times) have not one- 
ly their Liturgies yery like unto ours both in matter and 
r Ss but that they uſe them alſo after our manner, There 
the people repeat aloud the Prayers after the Miniſter. They 
ſtand up at the rehearſal of the Confeſſion of the Chriſtian 
Faith, and they bear their part in certain places at Divine 
Service as is praiſed among us, namely in their great Zza- 
ny, Which is the ſame with ours: for they haye many 0- 
thers, eſpecially in Lirhnama, and in Poland, In the Bohe- 
may Churches, and in thoſe of Poland which follow the 
ſame Confeſſion, they receive the Sacrament Kneeling : 
They obſerve the Feſtiyal days of Chriſt, of the Virgin, and 
of the Apoſtles, And the ſame is alſo praQtifed in thoſe 
d 2 Churches 
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Churches of Polandand Labnania, that are of the Helvetior 
Confeſſion. And in all theſe Churches, and in many more 
which I could name, they bury their dead with certain Forms 
which contain Hymns, Prayers,&c. even as ours.Bur ſuppo- 
fing this Auditoryqto be compoſed of rational perl{ons,I rather 
chuſe to render a reaſon of all thcte things, as I ſhall now en- 
deavour to doas briefly as may be. 

Our Liturgy is an admirable piece of Devotion and In- 
ſtruction. It is the marrow and ſubſtance of all that the 
Piety and Experience of the firſt hve Centuries of Chriltia. 
nity found moſt proper to Edificationin the publick Aſſem- 
blies. Ir is a Compound of Texts of Scripture, of Exhor- 
tations to Repentance, of Prayers, Hymns, Plalmes, Doxo- 
logies, Leſſons, Creeds, and of Thankigivings : of Forms 
for the Adminiſtration of Sacraments, and for other publick 
duties of Chriſtians in the Church. And of Comminati- 
ons againſt impenitent. ſinners, Andall this mixed and di-. 
verſitzed with great care expreſly ro quicken deyotion, and 
Itir up attention, 

The Inſtructions confilt in the order which is ſer for the 
ceading of the Holy Scripture every day inthe year : and 
in the choice made of certain Chapters of the Old Telta- 
ment, and of certain.-portions of the Goſpel, and of the E- 
piſtles of the New for Sundays, and for Feſtrval Days, which 
are called proper Leſſons, and the Goſpel, and the Epiſtles tor 
the day. All this ordered with fo wile an ceconomie, that 
thoſe, who have Devotion and leaſure enough 10 come to 
Church, and be preſcnt ar Divine Service eycry day Morning 
and Evening, may hear the whole Bible read cyery year. 
The Old Tettament once, and the New (wherein we ought 
to be more converſant) no teſs then thrice. And the Buok of 
Pſalms (which is ſo excellently uſetul for the Conlolation, 
Sanctification, as alſo Inſtruction of all believers in any con- 
dition wharſoeyer, bur eſpecially in adverſity) no lels then 
twelve times. And for other places,where people cannor 
meet but upon Sundays and Holy Days, are extracted out of 
the Old Teſtament for the firſt Leſſons Morning and Eve- 
ning, all the moſt remarkable Hiſtories and chief Prophe- 
fics 


of England aſſerted. 21 
fies of the ſame. And out of : the New (beſides the Inſtru- 


tions which our Saviour gave to his Diſciples in his Sermon 
upon the Mount, and his other Divine exhortations) are ſe- 
Ie&ted, the molt Illuſtrious Miracles of his Life, and theſe 
are calle4 rhe Goſpels. As alſo the principal places, either 
for DoRrine or Manners, of the Epiſtles of St. Paw/, and of 
the reſt of the Holy Apoſties, and of the Revelation, which 
are termed the Epiſtles, And although the Church of Eng- 
land makes that diſtinction which ought to be made between 
Canonical Books, and thoſe which are called Apocrypha, 
declaring that no Article of Faith can be grounded upon 
them, bur upon the firſt only ; yer ſhe hath ſeleed cerrain 
Chapters, and even whole Books of the latter to be read, at- 
rer x to the former, whica ſhe holds to be alone of Divine 
inſpiration, have been read in that order, which I have now 
repreſented. But neyercheleſs ſhe orders them to be read by 
reaſon they contain ſome Hiſtories, which are part of the 
Hiſtory of the Jewiſh:Church, and a continuation of rhe 
fame. And as in the 39. Arrticles it is expreſſed : For the 
example of bfe; and for the inſtruttion of manners, and not to c- 
ftabliſh any Doltrize, Soas the Church of England cauleth. 
them .to ba read publickly. only for the ſame reaſons for 
which the Primitive Church read them, and for which. they 
are commonly bound up in-one Volume with the Canonical 
Books in the Fceformed Churches of France, and in all o- 
thers ; none, that I know, having ever left thera out wholly 
before the 1:te Empiriks of this Church, 

To theſe we may alſo add the three Creeds, that of the 
Apoſtles, the Nicene, and that of Athanaſizs, which our 
C hurch orders to be publickly recited among ther means 
which ſhe uſeth for the in{trution of believers. To the 
Apoltles (reed ts added that of Nice,. becauſe it doth more 
eſpecially-teach the God-head of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt, And to theſe rwo ſhe joyns that of eAthanaſing, 
where ina wonderfull manner is expreſſed whatſoever rhe 
Scripture doth teach, concerning the incomprehenſible my- 
ſtery of the molt glorious Trinity, and that of the Incarnati- 
on of the Son of God, the depth of which is no leſs unſearch- 

able: 
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able : becauſe upon theſe two moſt wonderful myſteries the 
whole ſum of Chriſtianity doth depend, which in the ſaid 
Creed are ſetout in as clear tearms, as fo ſublime a ſubje& 
can permit, All that this Zzzzrgy contains beſides is proper 
to teach humilicy, zele, and devotion, I the Lxany, 
and all that is compriſed in the ſeveral Leſſons, Prayers, 
Confcflions of fins, and in the forms of thankſgiving, which 
is appointed for the celebration of theLords Supper: but your 
own experience being better able to inſtru you in theſe 
particulars, then all 1 can ſay , this ſubject, I ſhall only 
{peak a word of the manner wherein the Church erders the 
recital of the Decalogue. He that pronounceth it mult be 
a Minſter, as another e Moſes fent from God, the whole 
Congregation deyoutly kneeling all the while , making a 
ſerious refle&ion upon the commandments of God , _ 
the want of care they haye in time paſt been gnilty of, to 
obey the ſame, and upon their unability, as of themſelves, 
ro r& bettter for the time to come; and thereupon they 
ought to beg his pardon, and implore his affiſtance, ſaying 
with a loud though humble voice, Lord have mercy upon us,and 
mcline oxr heart to keep this law:there can be nothing more pow - 
erful to touch ſinners to the quick,& to draw them from their 
evil courſes,then the Communation,to which the wholeCongre- 
gation is bound to ſay Amen,after every particular denuntiati- 
on of Gods curſe upon all ſorrs of ſinners who perſiſt in their 
fins. Not to wiſh them curſed/as ignorant,8 contentious ſpi- 
itsraffirm contrary to truth)but as 1t isexpreſly ſet down there 
To the intent that every one being admoniſhed of the great indignati- 
on of God againſt ſinners, may the rather be called to earneſt and 
trme repentance, and may wall; more warily m theſe _—_ days, 
eſchewmg ſuch wices, for the which they affirm with their owne 
months the curſe of Goto be ane, For the words are not cxr{ed 
be, but carſed is he who commits ſnch, or ſuch a fin. Which 
ſaying doth not import any imprecation of a Cxyſe, but de- 
clares it only, And then che Amen, which every one faith, 
is not an expreſhon of any wiſh made that the thing may 
come to patie, but only an intimation that itisſo, For in 
trath it ignihies in this caſe, not ſo bet, as it uſually doth, 
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but, ſoit 3 which would be fo nevertheleſſe, though it were 
nor pronounced. Our Z:zrgie hath alſo ſer forms of admi-. 
niſtripg Baptiſm, Marriage , and for the viſitation of the 
fick, all yery proper and fitted to their ſubje&. Ir hath alſo 
a form for the Confirmation of Children, which binds the 
Parents and the Miniſters to bring chem ro their Biſhop, to 
render him an account of their Faith when they are capable ; 
to make a ſolemn and publick profeſſion that they will live, 
and dye in the belief, and obſeryation of thoſe things their 
God-Fathers, and God-Mothers promiſed for them at their 
Baptiſme, that they ſhould believe and do, and after that to 
receive the bleſſing from their Paſtor, who gives it them 
folemnly with the Laweticn of hands, and with Prayers, 
And all this withour Chriſme, or Box on the ear, or with- 
out any ſuch ſuperſtitious or ſuperfluous Ceremony. And as 
Children are the guift of God, and as they are formed inthe 
Womb , and come out of it into the light of the living, 
through his wonderful goodneſs, wiſdom, and power ; the 
Church commands that the Mothers being riſen out of 
Child-bed, come upon their firſt going abroad into the pub- 
lick Aſſembly, there to return thanks to God for fo Genel 
a mercy, and preſcribes the manner wherein to do it, Fi- 
nally, it is therein ordered, that the dead be buried ina de- 
cent and ſolemn manner, in hope of a bleſſed Reſurre&ion. 
Andto the intent that Miniſters, who together with their 
relations and friends come to perform this their laſt duty to 
them, may not be filent in an occaſion whereir ſo much 
=y be faid, and rhat they may comfort them who ſurvive ; 
and lay before them the ſhorrneſſe and yaniry of this life, and 
exhort them to tmproye it to their beſt adyantage, while 
God ſuffers them to enjoy it; there are certain places of 
Scripture appointed, ſuch as are fit for that purpoſe, which 
they are enjoyned to read ; whereunto they are ro adde ccr- 
tain Prayers, not for the dead, to whom they are »ſelefs, but 
for the living, that they may profit by the exampl- that is {et 
before their eyes. 

Ir is required of the people that they repeat aloud the (o- 
feſſion of Sms, that they may be the more ſealibly affected 
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therewith. Which cuſtom ought to be the leſs wondered at 


in this Country, by how much (beſides the benefit which I 


now obſerved, that pious ſoules do always reap by it) every 
one knows it is the cuſtom in publick tranſfactions,which con- 
cern only ſome particular pecion, as in tendring of an oath, 
that evecy one is bound to repcat aloud, word after word, the 
forms of it, that the thing may .-be the more expreſſe, and 
may make a deeper impreſſion 1nto the minds of men, But 
as for the Confeſſton of Sins to God, whom we have offended, 
if we hada lively ſenſe of them, ir would be needleſs ro bind 
us to do it with a loud voice, when we ſtand before his Tri- 
bunal, Did youneyer read in Hiſtory,in what manner whole 
Towns and Armies, having committed ſomegreat offence, 
have come together in a body to their Magiltrates or Gene- 
rals, to beg their pardon, crying all with one voice for 
mercy? The great reſentment of their crime, and their ear. 
neſt defire to have the ſame remitted, cauſing every parcicu- 
lar man to utter that ſpeech, which they intended one man 
onely ſhould make in their behalf. And as often as this hath 
happened, the event hath manifeſted that ſupplications thus 
united, re-inforced, and uttered with ſuch violence of affecti- 
on, have moved to compaſſion. thoſe ro whom rhey made 
their addreſſes. In like manner we are enjoyned by the 
Church to lift up our yoice to God with” one accord, to the 
end that the Confeſſion of our Sins, and the Prayers we joyne 
therewith, may obtain pardon for them, and produce the 
ſame effe& in moving his tender compaſſions towards us, 
And theſe joynt ſupplications of ours will infallibly have this 
eftect, if the heart which ſends them, and the mouth which 
utters them, doth at the ſame time ftir up the bawels, and 
the whole man to a true compunction, according to the in- 
tention of our wiſe and pious Reformers. 
The Prayers of our Litargy are ſhort for the moſt part (for 
a reaſon mult alſo be rendered of this ſhortneſs, fince ſome 
diſlike it) and they do ſeldom compriſe more then one 
thing, to the intent they may be the better comprehended, 
and may cauſe the leſs diſtraction when they are made, And 
co the end the whole Congregation may be quickned up to 
a mocks Jan 
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a neceſſary attention, and that they may feel the ſecret mo- 
tions of an holy joy, the Church hath thought fit they ſhould 
bear a part in the reberſal of the Canticles of Praiſe ; as of this, 
We praiſe thee O God, we acknowledge thee, and of the like. 
The repeating of certain Prayers which contentious perſons 
call van repetitions, are outward ejaculations, and producti. 
ons of the inward zeal of a pious Soul, like unto that reite- 


rating of our Sayiours upon the Croſs, My God, my God; 


and-that of Saint Thomas, My Lord and my God, when being 
ſurprized he acknowledged his error. They are like to thole 
Repetitions of the fifty ſeventh Pſa/me : Be merciful unto ne 
O God, be merciful unto me, And of the 123. Pſalm, Have 
mercy upon us O Lord, have mercy upon us. And to the rap- 
tures of the Seraphims when they cry out thrice, Holy, Holy, 
Holy, Iſa, 6. It i3 the fervent zeal for Gods glory, and the 
holy extaſies that menare ſeized with through the contem- 
plation of his incomprehenſible perfections : and it is the 
earneſt longing that they have to be heard, which naturally 
cauſeth them to utter ſuch repetitions. And when it was or- 
dered by thoſe who framed theſe parts of our Litwrgie, that 
they ſhould be therein inſerted ; it was done only: out of 
a charitable ſuppoſition, that that carneſt zeal, and thoſe holy 
raptures, and yehement longings which beget them when 
they are in the heart, from whence they ought to aſcend in- 
to the mouth, would really place them there : and partly to 
ſtir them upand to beger them in the heart when they are not 
there, and to increaſe them when they arc but faintly in ir. 
As experience teacheth all tculy deyour and pious fouls, that 
theſe things contribute to the mutual production of one ano- 
ther. The zeal, the joy, and the feryent affection produce 
theſe Repetitions of Praiſesand Prayers ; and theſe Rei- 
akon godly zeal, a ſpiritual rejoycing, andan 
earneſt deſire of being heard. I confeſs that theſe Repetiti- 
ons are yain, if they are made without affection and atten. 
tion 3 but then it is the vice, and the fault of the perſons, 
and not of the thing, If men fell into that error which our 
Saviour prohibits, when be faith, Tſe not wain repetitions, as 


often as they repete the ſame word, 'or ſentence, or prayer 
e more 
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more then once, Davidamong others had. fallen into a very 
groſs one, repeating in the 1.36. Pſalm {reand twenty times 
theſe words ; O give thanks wntothe Lord, for his mercy endy- 
reth for ever. And in the x50. where he repeats nolefſe 
then thirteen times (though this Pſalm contains but fix yer. 
ſes, and thoſe yery ſhort) Praſe the Lord, And when: theſe 
Pſalms are ſung in all the Reformed Churches: of Europe ac- 
cording to the order therein eſtabliſhed, do they not commit 
the ſame fanlt> Wealſo haye been guilty of it, as many of 
us as have at this day fung theſe words of the Pſalm, Lee the 
people praiſe thee O' God, let all the people praiſe the, and the 
{ame again alittle-lower. 

Bur it were: a ſmall matter if the cenfuce of contentious 
perſons didonly light upon ns, and upon all the Reformed 
Churches, Ir were a light thing if it fell only upon Pro- 
phets, nay upon =g Angels, Seraphims, and ubins, 
Bur their cen{uring of us {which I conjure thera ſeriouſly to 
confider) becomes a blaſphemy againlt the Perſon it felf of 
the Son of God, Jgſns Chriſt our Lord, ſinceit alſo lights np- 
on him. For that gracious Kedcemer being in his Agony, 
and praying to his Father, doubtleſs with maſt ychemenr af. 

peajany 

fection, repeated three rimes the fame Prayer. And again 
be went away and-praycil, and ſpake the ſame wards, 2s Saint 
Matthew and Saimt Mark expreily obſerve in the faithful 
Narration of that mournful paffage of his Life. And Sainc 
Lyuke faith that the /aſt rene he prayed more earneſtly, though he 
repeated the ſame words. If this great example doth not. 
ttop the mouths of all contentious perſons as to this ſubject, 
all raat remains for-usro do in'their behalf, is to commend 
them to (od, and not to give over repeatmg our prayers for 
them, until we ſce thembecome more nar fares 

Theſc Repeticions which I fpake of but now, which fol- 
low one another eicher immediately or very neer, are not, 
aor ought to be made (as the thing it felt declares) but of cer- 
tain words, or tenrences, or very ſhort prayers, Upon. this 
accomn if the feycral Repetitions of the Lords Prayer, which 
are to be found in our Litar gy, weve madecither immediately 
one after another, or within aſhort ſpace, or it ——_— 
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the ſame by number, as thoſe of Rome -uſe todo, who repeat 
it ſeven times.in ſaying their Beads, and fexreen timesjin-ſaying 
their Roſary, always interpoling tw 4ve Adaries one after 
another, between two Pater Noſters, unleſle it be in thebe- 

inning, where they {ay but three of them only. 1 {ay upon 
fach an account we might juſtly be cenſured for uſing valve 
Repetitions in theſe places of our Zamrgy. ,Aut.it is not our 
prattice, which in ſhort is thus. The :publick and ſolemp 
Service which we render to God ,in Church Aſſemblies, is 
intermixed-(as I bave already faid)) with Prayers, Leſſons, 
Hymns, and Rehearſals of Creeds, ſo that we pray at.certain 
ſeveral Rewrns, Andas often as we bend our knees before 
God in Prayer, we joyntoour other Prayers either -in the 
beginning, or middle, or end of them, that which our Sa- 
viour himſelf hath taught as, and the which he hath ſan&i- 
fied with his own mouth. And ſuch is our e»/tow, both be- 
cauſe our Saviour when, he. gave us this, Form of Prayer, 'com- 
manded us to ſayit when we;pray. And becauſe it is a moſt 
perfe& Prayer, which comprebends all -we can ſtand in-need 
of,and which.ſupplies whatſoever can-be wanting,and imper- 
fe& in thoſe we make our-ſelyes, The ſelf ſame reaſons have 
alſo obliged the Churches of France, .and all other Reformed 
Churches, to repeat ſeyeral times (as -yon know do) 
this very prayerin their Zz12rgy. And the fame likewiſe ob- 
lige thoſe Proteſtants which tollow the Auguftan Confeſſion, 
and thoſe of the Reformed Churches of Holland to ſay it.or- 
dinarily before and after Meals, at the end of their Graces. 


And I do not belieyethat ever there were any Chriſtians up- 


on Earth (beſides our contentions ones) who did wholly lay 
aſide the uſe of it in the holy Aſſemblies, as theſe haye done, 
to the great ſcandal ot all the Reformed Churches -who haye 
heard 1t,, and believe it. -For many there;are among them 
who will hardly be perſwaded to credit the report, what-al- 
{urance ſoeyer hath been given to make them to believe it, 
the thing *ppexring to them fo contrary -to-piety, and-to 

common cru Oe 
The les ſaying Amen at :of ey er, in 
token "7 nn conſent and. drnecitn, fagnamie 
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upon the expreſs words of Saint Pal, x (or. 14. and confirs 
med by the praCtice of the Primitive Church, as ſtands upon 
Record in the Writings of the pureſt and moſt yenerable An- 
tiquity, 7=ſtin Martyr: Apolog. 2. 

The Paſtors inviting the «people to joyn with them in ce» 
lebrating the- prayſes of God, and their Reſponſes ſet toge- 
ther , make a ſacred Harmony , imitating the manner 
wherein Eſay cap. 6. and Saint Jun ( Revel. xg.) repreſent that 
Saints and Angels praiſe the Lord in Heaven, an{wering one 
another at ſeyeral turns (amongſt {other things) Holy, Holy, 
Holy, Amen, Hallelggah, «Amen , Hallelnjah, that is to fay, 
So be it, praiſe the Lord, So be it, praiſe the Lord, not belic- 
ving that either they have, or that he can ever be ſufficient- 
ly praiſed. The frequent repetition of our Glory be to the Fa- 
ther, and to the Son, and to- the Holy Ghoſt, is allo an imitation 
of the ſame Doxology of thele Triumphant Spirits. And ir 
was introduced into the Church in oppoſfition- to the ene- 
mies of the Trinity of perſons in the God-head. And as there 
never wanted fach pernirious Hereticks, the uſe of it hath 
been (till reteined in the Church,' and placed (as was jadged 
moſt conyenient) at the end of every Pſalm, and of ſome o- 
ther Canticles; it being reaſonably —_— that the words 
therein conteined, ought to excite and ſtir up all the faithful 
who heard; recited; or meditated them, to praiſe the Lord 
and magnihe bis holy name, 

The |/ign ofthe (Toſs which- is made upon the Fore- 
head of” Infants aftey Baptiſm, is neither an! addition 
to that Sacrament, nor the inſtirution of a new ; nor 
yet aſuperſtition as ſome- imagine, I know not why. But 
rather are not- fuclt both. contenzzers and ſuperſtitious to- 
gether, who living in a Communion where it is in uſe, do 
notwithftanding reje& it? Ir is no addition to: the Sacra- 
ment of Baptiſm: for one of the Rubricks of our Liturgy, 
to wit, that which ſpeaks of the Baptiſm of weaker Infants, 
declareth, Thatan Infant baptized without this fign is law- 
fully and ſufficiently baptiFed. It is no new Sacrament neither ; 
for althoughir be a ſignificant Ceremony (as we ſpeak- in 
this Country ): ſuch-as are, and ſuch as ought to beall Cere- 
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Ceremonies reaſonable and proper to edification (otherwiſe 
it were impertinent to haye, or to obſerve any) yer it bath 
no invifibleGrace accompanying it,which is eſſential to con- 
{titute a Sacrament z neither do we pretend it hath, Finally 
the uſe of this ſign, is no ſuperſtition, {ince we attribute no 
virtue unto it, as the Church of Rome doth. Its only uſe 
(as the words which are ſpoken at the making of it expreſly 
declare) is only to {ignifie, as among the Primitive Chriſti- 
ans. As when the King having created thoſe noble Knights 
of his Order, beſtows upon the m the Garter and the blew 
Riband, as badges to be known by of others, and ro pur 
them in mind of the great honour done unto them. In like 
manner when an Infant hath by Baptiſm been enrolled in 
the Milina of the King of Glory Jeſus'Chriſt our Lord, this 
ſin of the Croſs is made upon his fore-head, to declare unto 

| ſuch-as are-prefent, and as many as ſhall thereafter know 
that he hath reccived it, and to himſelf when he comes to 
years of underſtanding, that he was conſecrated to Chriſt 
crucified ; that he hath put on his Livery, and wears his Badge : 
that he.jis bound to crucihe the old man, and to bear the (Foſs ; 
that to:this he is called by: our Saviour; that. be. ought in all 


places, and in the moſt dangerous occurrences boldly an4 


openly to own the name of his Redeemer, without eyer be- 
ing yy ae with __ his reproach, 
As for our Holy Days, t 
if we did obſerve them after-the manner of the Roman (mes 
If we thought that by ——_— thoſe days, partly-inidlencls, 
artly in ſuperſtitious devotions, we merited of God : if wc 
þ cliexed that the ceffation from- the works of our ordinary 
imployments were in it ſelf a thing acceptable. tro God, and 
made part of his ſervice : if upon thote Holy Days which 
bear the names of the bleſſed Virgin, or of the holy Apoſtles, 
or of the bleſſed Martyrs, we did offer up Vowes or Suppli- 
cations unto them, or did yeld wwto them ary.part of that 
honour which is due to God alone.. But I 
Lord, wedo no ſuch thing, Allthat wedo is that we ſer 
apart-thoſe dayes for the meditation of the Myſteries of onr 


Redemption, and the commemoration of the Graces of God' 
| which: 


ey might indeed be juitly cenſured ' 


s be,to the- 
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which did ſhine in the life, in the converſation, and in the 
departure of thoſe bleffed ſouls : Reading publickly, and 
ſweetly revolving in our minds what the Scripture tells us 
of them, or what they themſelves have left in writing in 
that Sacred Volume ; and praying to God rhathe be pleaſed 
to enable us to "imitate them, and to profit every way by 
their holy inſtructions, and by their good 'exxamplte. And 
ſuch is the obſervation of thoſe Feſttryals which arermarkt 
inthe Calender of our Liturgy, which'doth notxeachms to fer 
a higher value'npon one day, then upon another, 'as if there 
were ſoine inherent holineſs init; but only dire&s us to do 
that upon 'certain dzyes, and inacertain Order, which ir 
were to be wiſhed we did, 'or could do inceſſantly every 
dwy it the year, and which notwirhſtanding, moſt men 
would never do, were it notfor'this good order which binds, 
and as it were cormpels 'them 'to it by a gentle and holy 
Law. | 

Finally, we receive the 'holy Communion Kneeling, for 
the ſame'reaſon for which'men whoare baptized in the Re- 
formed Churches 6f France, after they'haye attained to yeares 
of diſctetion, receive the 'hoby Baptifme -in that 'poſture, 
Not toworſhip the Bread or the Wine of the Lords Supper, 
no'more then theſe worſhip the water iniBaptiſme ; 'but one- 
ly becauſe it is a poſture yery becomming a wretched '{inner 
when he receives the Seale of the pardon of his fins, and the 
pledges of his being reconciled-with- the -great -and dreadful 
God of Heayen-and'Earth, whom he'harh wickedly offended. 
*For this vety reaſon they' receive the holy Communion ſtand. 
ing in'th6fe Charches I 'named now, -it being alſo a poſture 
-6f reſpe&, not with-an ititent to pay that'reſpe& 'to the 
> Bread, or 'to the Wine, 'but'to-God only, and-rto his holy 
Sn Fefws our Lord wall this ation. Every oneiknows it 
'15 the caſtom in/France,that Miniſters when are ordained 
do kneel, and remain in that poſture, duringthe impoſition 
- of hands upon them : and yet thereare none fo "ws 1 to 
charge them with Idolatry, as though they 'worſhipped him 
from whom they receive'the impoſition of hands. No more 
'is the Chnirch 6f Zngixnd cenſured by-any, becanſe ſhe' binds 
the 
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the Congregation to hear the Commandments fead hneehng, 
unleſs it be perhaps by thoſe poor deluded people called Pua- 
kers,who hold all men to be Idolaters, becauſe they falute one 
another, by pulling the Hart off when they meet. Our Saviour 
hath commanded us to celebrate the memory of his death 
in partaKking of the Sacred myſtery of the holy Communnion, 
but he neyer preſcribed the manner wherein we fhould 
doit. - He did only tellns that we ſhould do this in remens- 
brance of him, but did nor bid we ſhonkd do it in thzs, or in 
that manner, having left it, as all 'other things of that na- 
ture which are butcircumftances, to his Churches diferetion, 
In fo much. that it belongs to her to order what ſhe ju 
moſt expedient for Gods glory, and moſt pr to edifie 
the Faithful and to wes pet their devodon” Aud there- 
fore the Church of Chrift hath in all ages made ufe of this li. 
berty, having regulated theſe:things diverſty, according to 
the Hrerfiry of Nations, among which Gods providence dif. 
perfed her. It was by. vertue of this priviledge that 
the Church when fhe reformed the ſnperftitions which 
were crept into Religion in moft of the States of Exrope, 
ordered that the holy Communion -fnonld in fome places be. 
received ſitting at the Table, in- others flanding, and in ſome 
kneeling, Oat of theſe three different manners ſhe hath made 
choice of the laſt ro be obſerved in thisCountrey,and in ſome 
others, as the moſt humble; and (as I. faid pſt now) the 
moſt ſuitable to wretched ſinners, who come into the pre- 
ſence of the great and dreadful jet all the world, ro;re- 
ceive by che hands of his Miniſters the ſeal of the remiſſion of 
their fius, not thinking it poſsible that any upon fneh an oc-- 
calion ſhould ever ſhew too much humility, roo mneb reve- 
rence, r00 much fear, and too much of an holy trembling- 
And'it hath been fo generally approved of by all Reformed * 7%: never 
Chriſtians of other Countries , eſpecially by thoſe of — mf 


*: France, that there never were any that did make any {cru- England after 
they had at. 
t6ned the browledres of the Engliſh Tongue, but did willinely aſſiſt 'at Gods Service in 
yus Churches, and receive the Lords Suppey of the bauds of Epiſcopal Miniſters, and of the 
B: fbaps themſelues when occaſion was off red, which I profeſs I bave done my ſelf not withou 
profit, when I ſtudied Divinity at Oxford and London, M.Bochart in bis Ler.to Dr.Morly+ 
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ple to conform thereunto, when they were amongſt us, be- 
Fre our late 'unhappy Confuſtons, during which the ene- 
my ofall Reformed Churches hath in all places ſown his 
Tares, hoping by this means to divide #s, and by our divift- 
on to weaken us, that he might once again reduce us under 
the yoak of his inſufferable Tyranny. 

I had forgotten to take notice ofan objection which is ye- 
ry frequent, and generally firſt and laſt in the mouths of 
thoſe who arc contentious among us, againſt our Litzrg y, to 
wit, ſay they, that it hath been taken out of the 24aſ5-Book , 
And thjs goes for a terrible accuſation in the minds of weak and 
filly —__ But put caſe it were ſo, and that the ſame, 
might be ſaid of our Liturgy, that all of us Proteſtants ſay of 
our own Doctrine, that it is all to be found in the Behef of 
the Church of Rome : For, we ſay, ſhe believes all that we 
believe (and we fay it with Truth) but we do not believe 
all that fhe believes. Ifthen it may be concluded that our 
Liturgy is not good becaule it is comprebended in the Aaſe- 
Book,, or inthe Breviary, we mutt by the ſame reaſon inferr, 
that our Doctrine is utrfound, becaule it is all to be found in 
the Corncils, and in the Writings of the Doftors of the Romiſh 
Church, Burt if this laſt conclufion be- not good, the firſt is 
no better, and (in.truth) neither of them is, nor can be good, 
unleſs it be upon this ſuppoſition, that whatſoeyer is in the 
Miſſal, in the Brewiary, and in the Roman Comncils is bad and 
corrupt. But that were to lay a falſe principle : for ſothe 
Lords Prayer , the Apoſtles Creed, and _ ſentences of 
Scripture which are uſed in that X45ſal, or in that Breviary, as 
alſo the Doctrine of the Trinity, of the Incarnation, Paſſion, 
cc. which are comprehended in the Comncils, would all of 
them be but ſuperſtitions and herefies. Again, to ſay that 
our Litargy is naught, becauſe it hath been extracted out of 
the Mafſe-Book or Bremary, if that were true, yet it is juſt 
ſuch an argument, as if men had hit Zather and Catvin in the 
Teeth with this, that y were ſuperſtitioas Popiſh Here- 
ticks, becaule they cawe the one out of a (onvent from among 
Fryers, and the other out of a Cathedral from the midſt of 
Prebendaries , who were all infeted with Popiſh hereſies 
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and ſuperſtitions. And would they not have had great cauſe 
to complain, if upon this pretence they had been alwayes 
ſuſpected, rejeted, or condemned ? Therefore as they were 
reputed Gund and orthodox in that reſpect, after their Do- 
Arine had been examined, and nothing was found- therein of 
the Leaven of that of Rome, although they came out of her 
Communion ; Let our Lyzrgy have but the ſame right done 
unto it ; letit be examined, and thar, if they pleaſe, with 
exaQneſs and the greateſt rigour ; bur in conſequence ler ir 
be alſo declared innocent , if no harm be found therein, 
though that ſhould prove true, that it had been wholly taken 
out of the e Maſſ-Book , or Breviary ; which will never be 
found to be ſo, For I dare ſay that among one hundred of 
them who ſo confidently affirm ir, there is not one that ever 
ſaw the Mſalor the Breviary, or but knows ſo much as whac 
the Books are, And if we ſhould put thoſe Buoks into their 
hands, that they might produce ſome proofs of this raſh af- 
firmation, which is fo —_— in their mouths, they would 
be infinitely puzzled. They would not find either in the 
Miſal , or in the Breviary, that wiſe Oeconomy which our 
Liturgy uſeth in the reading of the holy Scriptures, nor thoſe 
mcetlons aſſages which {fr before our eyes the greatneſle 
of our oulle towards God, and of his mercy in pardoning 
the ſame unto us, which paſſages are placed in the very be- 

inning of it, They would not find there that godly ex- 
—_ _ to repentance, and to the confeſſion of our ſins 
in the preſence of God, which followeth immediately the 
reading of thoſe paſſages. . Nor yet the Confeſſion of fins, 
nor the Abſolution which followeth the ſame, for there is 
not one line of all this in the Aſfaſſe-Book, The ten Command - 
ments are not to be found there, nor that Prayer which is 
made at theend of every (ommandment which the Miniſter 
hath pronounced. Nor the Communation, nor ſeyeral Pray- 
- ers of the Letany or of the other forms. Bur in it they will 
meet with the Lords Prayer, the Creeds, the ſongs of Zachary, 
Simeon, of the bleſſed YVirgm, and of ſome others which are 
word for word inthe Scripture, or are extracted out of it, 
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mitive Chriſtian Church before eyer the 21sſs was hatcht. 
And theſe our Reformer: did not believe they were bound to 
reje&t, no more then many holy and deyout Prayers which 
are all dire&ed to God, and tounded upon the merits of 
Chriſt our Saviour, though ſuperſtitious men had abuſed 
them by the mixture of their own corrupt fancies, which 
have been all of them cut off, For in our Zit#rgy there is not 
(as I have hinted before) any Prayers to the Creature, or for 
the Dead, orany grounded upon the merits of Saints, or the 
retended vertue of Relicks, or any new ſacrifice of the Bo- 
dy of Chriſt, which is pretended to be offered for the Living 
and for the Dead, wherein properly lieth the yenom and the 
abomination of the Maſſe. Therefore it is manifeſt that to 
ſay that our Litzrgy is either the Aſaſ3, or taken out of it, is 
a meer ſlander,proceeding from malice,or ignorance,or both, 
And if thoſe w. compiled the ſame, have ou any thing in 
it that was in the Miſa orin the Brewiary uſed at Rome z ' to 
that may be replied, what a great man who lived inthe Com- 
munion of the Church of Reme, though he diſfented from 
her in ——_ ſaid one day to a certain perſon, who 
was comp lang of thoſe who had endeavoured to reform 
the abuſes in Religion in theſe later days : Tow forget (faith 
he) the greateſt harms that ever they did, whith is, that they have 
Pickt ont of our Rejigion all that was good mn it.. Let us ay the 
{ame ofthe Compilers of our Litnygy, that zf they haws raken 
any thing out of the Miſſal or Breviary, they have takes ont of them 
all that was good, and left behind all that was bad. 1f notwith- 
Rinding theſe reaſons any one reg ſtems 16 bo contentions, 
all I can farther reply unto him is, we have no ſuch cuſtom, 
neither the Churches of God, And doubtlefs it is the laſt an. - 
fwer which would be given to fuch contentious ſpirits any 
where elſe where they fliould manifeſt their ill diſpoſition, 
For what would the Reformed Churches of France ſay unto 
fuch, namely, about the Coremonies I have alledged, about 
their ſinging of the ſong of Simeon upon their knees, upon their 
ſinging in t e ame potrethar Verfiele which hath been added - 

ro the ten C »s-in meeter, and that meerer it 
felf> And what would the Dwch Charches' and thoſe. os: 
Haſſia 
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Hafjia ſay unto them, about their ſinging of the Lords Praytr, 
and the Apoſtles (Feed in meeter in their Aſſemblies? Might 
they not as juſtly take offence thereat, as ſome do, becauſe 
the (reeds of Athanaſine, and that of Nice are Tung it our 
Cathedrals > And what would the ſaid Darch Churches, to- 
| with thoſe of Poland, Lithaama, and others of the Re- 
ormed, farther ſay unto ſuch, abour their uſing the Trine 
fon, as they call it, that is about their prink/ng of 1n- 
ants three ſeyeral times when they baptiſe them, to wit, 
once in naming the Father, once in naming the Sowne, and 
once in naming the Holy Ghoſt? Whereas in France, at 

Geneva , and in other Countreys as well as in this, the 
are ſprinkled but one tim.e, and Baptiſme is adminiſtred al 
at once, Might not contentious perſons take from hence an 
occaſion to yetit their common place againſt ſignificam Cere- 
mwones, (ince it is manifeſt that that Coming been in- 
ſtituted, and is praQtiſed by the ſaid Churches to ſignifie the 
Trinity of Perſons in the God-head > Secondly, might they 
not obje& that it is a ſuperſtition, an humane invention, 
and an addition to Chriſt his inſtitution , which neither 
he, nor his Apoſtles (that we can find in Scripture) ever 
obſerved? And would they not have more cauſe there- 
upon to mutiny and make a Schiſme in thoſe Churches, 
then they haye to ſeparate themſelves from the Church 
of England under the ſame pretences ( though nothing 
near G well grounded ) becaule of the fign of the Croſs 
which is made upon the Fore-heads of Infants, not in 
baptizing them, but when they are ſolemnly received into 
the Church after Baptiſme > Might they not in like man- 
ner take it ill that the French Miniſters only among all 
the Reformed have their Hats on when they preach, as 
the Preachers of the Church of Rome have? And whar if 
the fancy took them to upbraid the ſaid Miniſters (as 
ſome Popiſh Emiſfaries bave done) that the bleſſing they 
ronounce when they diſmifſe their Congregation is a 
ewiſh one, wherein there is no mention made either 
of the Father, Sonne, or Holy Ghoſt? And, laſtly, if it 
came into their head to —_— thoſe ſtrangers C_ 
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who in this Nation receive the Communion ſitting, contra- 
xy to the practiſe, and to the expreſs prohibitions of the 
National Synods of France, that in fo doing they make 
themſelves like unto thoſe - damnable Hereticks, who 
openly blaſpheme againſt the Divinity of Chriſt our Lord 
and Redeemer, and who have made' choice of this fa- 
miliar way of receiving the holy Communion, becauſe they 
think themſelves as good as Chriſt ; ' and many other 
things of this nature? And although I make no doubr, 
but that they would be able to give an account of all 
theſe matters, yet in the end they would be forced be- 
fore they could ſtop the moutis of ſuch contentious per. 
ſons to come to Saint Pauls anſwer, We have, or we h..ve not 
fuch a cuſtom. 

Finally, that I may no longer detain you, I will con- 
clude with the ſame exhortativun wherewith I began, by 
conjuring you all, as _ render the —__ of Gods 
C hurch, that you would wholly ſtrip your ſelves of the 
ſpirit of contention. And conſidering that it is an ef- 
ft of the wiles of Satan , who ſeeing that we ( through 
the grace of God ) agree in all things which are neccſ- 
{ary unto Salyation , ſtrives to divide, and to incenſc 
us one againſt the other about Yeſiments, or colaurs, or 
muſick, Notes , and for Ceremonies, which in their natures 
are indifferent and innocent 3; ſubmit your felycs with 
all humility unto that publick order which you findeſta-. 
bliſhed in the C hurch of God in this Kingdome while 
you live in it, and when the providence of God ſhall 
lead you into another Countrey , do the like there. Ir 
was the advice which Saint Ambroſe gave one day tothe 
good «Monica Mother of Saint eAuzuſtine; "That pious 
Soule being troubled ro ſee the Churches of Rome, and 
eAMilan to differ in certaine cuſtomes, namely, in not 
faſting upun the ſame- dayes; When ( faith that ho!y 
and reyerend Biſhop) / am at Rome, 4 faſt upon Sa- 
turday, and when 1 am here I do not faſt upon that day. 
Do you the like. In what Church ſoever jou find your ſelje, 
e5ſ.rve her cuſtome., if you will be offended at no body, and 
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that no body be offended at you, The ſame doth Saint. 


Anguſtine write to one fanuarizs in an Epiſtle of his 
upon this ſubjet. That mn py that nature (which 
commonly vary according to places) there is no better Diſci- 
pline for a grave and wiſe Chriſtian, than to do as he ſhall 
fee” done in all the Churches where he ſhall be ; For, ſaith 
he, whatſoever is not contrary to Faith, or to. good man- 
mers , ought to be held for maiſfferent, and obſerved ac- 
cording to the company that one liveth with, Keep to 
this Rule, taking carefull heed, that you may never 
by a Schiſmaticall carriage confirme the common e- 
nemies of all Proteſtants, in the opinion which the 

ſeem to be poſleſt with, that we haye as many dif. 
ferent Religions, as different Countries, and Litur- 
gies, For the Truth is, that every where there is 
{omething to profit, provided we bring every where 
minds full of humniiliry , docility , attention, and deyo- 
tion. And I dare promiſe you that in the obſervation 
of our Order, you will find as mauch, and I ſhould 
not erre, if I ſhould ſay more edification, than you 
will in any other, Inform your fſelyes aright of eſe 
things, make trial of them, reduce them into pra- 
iſe, and learn to underſtand -them well, and then 
blame me if you do not finde in them what I pro- 
miſe you, Now if there hath been any amongft you, 
who being no better informed concerning our intention, 
and our Diſcipline, then the /ſrachites were in times paſt 
concerning the deſign of the Rabenites and their Afſo- 
ciates in building an Altar on the other fide fordan, 
have been ready to condemn us, as 1ſrae! was ready 
ro march againlt Rxben, Gad, and the halfe Tribe of 
eManaſſeh; 1 am confident that they , after the exam- 
ple of the faid 1/ſraclites, who when they had commu- 
ned with their brethren, were fatished with their inten- 


*tions, will alſo tell us, now they underſtand us,. as Phi- 


neas did at that time, This day we perceive that the Lord 


is among you; that they will bleſle us, and that their 
hearr: 
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heart will be towards us, as our heart is towards them, 
and that they will pray with all their ſoulo rhat peaco 
and all manner of bleſſings may be upon us, upon our 
tamilics, upon our perſons, and upon this place. And 

ce be upon it, and upon them, and upon us, and up- 
on the whole Jſrae! of God , whereſoeyer diſperſed, with 
encreale of all manner of graces, from henceforth and for 
ever more. Amen, 
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